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National Homeland Security Threats, Risks, and Vulnerabilities.
Introduction.
Many places in the world are imperiled to either security risks or other emergencies like fire outbreaks and earthquakes, which require the intervention of qualified personnel to save the human lives. In the United States of America, the unique body responsible for handling threats and risk is the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). It aims at ensuring safety and security to all the American people. Three terms describe all the operations on DHS include threat, risk, and vulnerability. These three terms are related.  Risk refers to the potential for loss, or destruction of assets, a threat is anything that can intentionally or accidentally destroy an asset, and vulnerability is a gap in the security program that can be exploited by threats to gain assets without the owner’s authority (Bullock, Haddow, & Coppola, 2013). Threats are affecting all the states in America, including New York which is my area of focus and these calls for researchers to conduct a study and know the degree to which New York is subjected to threats, and come up with specific prevention measures.
The Three Major Threats in New York State.
The three significant threats affecting New York State include cyber-attacks, in which all computer users are prone to losing valuable information. This cyber-threats exist due to the lack of an excellent corporation between the private institutions and the government. New York is also subject to fire emergencies which affect both the cities and the forests. Lastly, New Yorkers lives in fear of terror attacks; innocent citizens are losing lives and others subjected to suffering due to these threats (National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, 2009).

The Degree of Threats, Risks and Vulnerabilities in New York State.
According to research, New York State is vulnerable to cyber-attacks because there is plenty of digital infrastructures which are uniquely susceptible to external penetration. All the companies in New York State are using computers which contain sensitive information about the firms. The rate of cyber-attacks has been increasing despite the efforts of DHS to curb this problem (Reese, 2009). Financial gain is the primary cause that forces cyber-criminals to plan their attacks by accessing critical company information. In New York City, many people die as a result of fire outbreaks, and the extensive property gets destroyed annually. Companies have been burning down. According to the United States Government Accountability Office (2008), the rate of fire outbreaks, particularly for companies, has reduced due to the advancement in firefighting skills and suitable legislation that curb the fire threats. New Yorkers are also subjected to both biological and nuclear attacks by terrorists which cause massive destruction and psychological harm to the citizens (National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, (2009) This is the worst threat to New Yorkers that has led to fear of attack among them.
Prevention Measures to Curb the Threats.
Interestingly, prevention measures have been put in place by both the Congress and the New York state government to execute these threats. If I were a leader in the New York state, I would put more emphasis on the cyber-attack legislation laid down the state government, that demands all the companies implement the cyber-security program. I would also encourage learners to direct their efforts in cyber-security studies to get more advanced skills in fighting this controversy. In matters of fire outbreaks, I would assist all the companies to have well functional firefighting equipment like fire blankets and extinguishers. As well, I would request all firms to have firefighting specialists. On the scary issues of terrorist, I would strengthen the operations of Homeland Security in making sure no foreigners get in the state illegally in the state. This would be achieved by strict investigation of people and cargo; in the airports and ports. Additionally, I would ensure that the New York Police are working using the current drone technology to identify the location of terrorist within the state.
In conclusion, cyber-security advancement has been the only hope for fighting the controversial cyber-attacks. All institutions that have vital information in computers have been hiring qualified professional to ensure the companies do not incur losses (Reese, 2009). Terrorism is also being fought by implementing a counter-terrorism department by the Homeland Security, which deals with foreign and domestic threats by checking on the passports at the airports and also investigating any cargo at the ports.
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